
ABC
Chinese-English

COMPREHENSIVE
DICTIONARY

defrancis fm  1/29/03  5:03 PM  Page i



ABC Chinese Dictionary Series
Victor H. Mair, General Editor

The ABC Chinese Dictionary Series aims to provide a complete set of convenient and
reliable reference tools for all those who need to deal with Chinese words and charac-
ters. A unique feature of the series is the adoption of a strict alphabetical order, the
fastest and most user-friendly way to look up words in a Chinese dictionary. Most vol-
umes contain graphically oriented indices to assist in finding characters whose pronun-
ciation is not known. The ABC dictionaries and compilations rely on the best expertise
available in China and North America and are based on the application of radically new
strategies for the study of Sinitic languages and the Chinese writing system, including
the first clear distinction between the etymology of the words, on the one hand, and 
the evolution of shapes, sounds, and meanings of characters, on the other. While aim-
ing for conciseness and accuracy, series volumes also strive to apply the highest stan-
dards of lexicography in all respects, including compatibility with computer technology
for information processing.
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China's Staunchest Advocates of Writing Reform

Lu Zhuangzhang

1854-1928

Pioneer reformer whose publication in 1892 of alphabetic schemes for

several varieties of Chinese marked the beginning of Chinese interest

in reform of the writing system.

Lu Xun

1881-1936

China's greatest writer of the twentieth century who passionately sup-

ported the Latinized New Writing of the 1930s.

Mao Dun (Shen Yanbing)

1896-1981

China's foremost novelist and one-time Minister of Culture who in 1962

was the �rst to call for a policy of \walking on two legs" that involved

using two writing systems{the traditional character system and the new

pinyin alphabetic system.

Wang Li

1900-1988

and L� Shuxiang

1904-1998

Two of China's most distinguished linguists who have come out strongly

for writing reform; the former criticized intellectuals for their opposition

to such reform, and the latter criticized lexicographers for their failure

to produce dictionaries based on a simple alphabetic arrangement.

Zhou Youguang

1905-

The most proli�c and penetrating advocate of writing reform who em-

phasizes that a \two-script system" or \digraphia" has become an even

more essential part of China's modernization if it is to make an ef�cient

entry into the computer age.




